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3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Withdrawal of Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 8, 9, and 24-37 is withdrawn in view of a 
closer review of the reference(s) to JOHNSON et al. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8,30 and 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "said channel" in line 9. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 30 and 31 recite the limitation "said first and second intersection lines"; 
respectively, in lines 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 8,9,24,26,27,30 and 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent #5,390,466 to JOHNSON et al. In reference to claims 8,9,24 
and 34, JOHNSON et al. discloses the use of a shearwall (10) including a central 
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diaphragm having a top (T) and bottom (B) edge and first (F) and second (S) ends 
defining the height and width of the diaphragm, and a corrugated section (12,14) 
extending between the top (T), bottom (B), first (F) and second (S) edges/ends, see 
below, and a sill plate (60) affixed to the bottom edge (B). Further regarding claims 9 
and 24, JOHNSON et al. further discloses a pair of angled sections (A) angled inward 
towards one another away from a first plane (FP) and terminating at a front planar 
section defining a second or rear plane (SP); and a pair of rear planar sections (RPS) 
having a surface (S) residing in the rear or second plane (SP). Regarding claim 26, the 
shearwall includes a sill plate (60). In reference to claims 27 and 30, first (Fl) and 
second (SI) intersection lines are defined between a pair of rear planar sections (RPS) 
and a pair of angled section; wherein the intersection lines extend between the top and 
bottom of the panel. Regarding claims 32 and 33, first (FI-1) intersection line are 
defined between a an angled section and the front planar section; and a second (SI-2) 
intersection line is defined between a second of the angled sections and a front planar 
section such that the first and second intersection lines (FI-1 , SI-2) are parallel. In 
reference to claim 31 , it is inherent that the intersection lines extend from the top tp the 
bottom edges. Further regarding claim 34, and in reference to claims 35 and 36, the 
panel includes a central section (18) of variable width, formed of a unitary section (18) 
at least partially between the top and bottom or a plurality of sections between the top 
and bottom. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 25,28,29 and 37 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Claims 11,14,15,17,18 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the newly revised ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 0D0. 
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